
G I V E  U S  A  C A L L L E A R N  M O R E

Want to see how you can
make your environment intelligent?

Contact us to get the conversation started.

An Intelligent lighting victory for 
Gillette Stadium’s champions.
Gillette Stadium Field House in Foxborough, MA is most widely known as the practice 
facility for world champions. But to its owners, the building has also been a place 
with high energy consumption and low, uneven light that could be deemed unsafe 
for players. So they approached us to deploy a lighting solution that’s smart, safe, 
energy efficient—and worthy of real champions.

With the help of Grainger, one of the leading B2B industry distributors used to 
maintain, repair, and operate facilities—and OpTerra Energy Services, a national 
energy company providing a unique and extensive set of energy and sustainability 
management services—we installed Daintree™ controls, our advanced wireless 
system.

The system includes scheduling, enhanced visibility, and dimmers that allow the 
facility to emulate different field conditions or customize lighting for 
non-football-related events. To help conserve even more energy, we also installed 29 
occupancy sensors—6 mounted on fixture angles at the 50-yard line, and 23 
throughout the perimeter of the field.

The previous lights required an extensive warm-up time, and needed to be left on 
throughout the day to assure full brightness at the time of use. So we replaced the 
1000w metal halide fixtures with LEDs and sensors to provide an estimated 2000 
hours of annual savings with no warm-up time required. Plus, they were task tuned 
to 70% output (just under 300 watts) for normal operation to save even more.

The results? In addition to providing a safe 
practice facility for its teams, the Field House has 
reduced lighting energy consumption by 75% and 

has even taken advantage of nearly $100,000 in 
energy-related incentives through National Grid.

That’s why Gillette Stadium Field House is already preparing for phase two of their 
intelligent system. It will include retrofitted LED lighting and controls for the Atrium, 
as well as exterior lighting fixtures throughout the parking lots—all of which will save 
an additional $250,000 in annual energy costs. Plus, they can continue to build on 
this investment by adding our suite of productivity and efficiency applications, such 
as the Energy Management System—which will integrate with existing infrastructure 
to deliver even more customizable and intuitive energy consumption optimizations.

But for now, they can celebrate yet another victory—a smart investment that will 
have paid for itself with energy savings in just over 5 years.
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+ Control the new lighting luminaires 

+ Monitor power usage in real time 

+ Improve efficiency to reap greater savings

Current’s DaintreeTM Solution Helps Mack 
Technologies Realize Greater Savings and 
a Lasting and Sustainable Impact
The Opportunity
Mack Technologies, a leading provider of complex electronic manufacturing services, 
makes electronic circuit boards for the defense, telecom, and industrial sections in its 
facility in Westford, Massachusetts. 

Mack Technologies researched efficient commercial lighting solutions to meet 
aggressive operational cost reduction goals, but concerns about the initial cost of 
replacing several thousand fluorescent bulbs made the manufacturer cautious about 
conversion. Mack Technologies also wanted to be a leader in corporate social 
responsibility. To do that, the company needed to significantly reduce its energy 
consumption and enhance employee working conditions while minimizing the 
cost of investment.

The Solution
Mack Technologies believed that the key to achieving energy efficiency was to 
leverage transformative technologies. Knowing that LED lighting, along with Daintree 
intelligent lighting controls, represent a significant innovation in energy efficiency, 
Mack Technologies sought to retrofit its 108,000-square-foot manufacturing facility 
in Westford. 

To make this goal a reality, the firm brought in Bluestone Energy Services to develop 
and execute the comprehensive LED lighting and intelligent control project. Realizing 
the value of Daintree, Mack raised the bar in LED conversion by integrating controls 
to dramatically improve efficiency and flexibility.

The Results
The Daintree solution from Current, powered by GE, provides a wireless control 
solution for smart buildings, allowing Mack to transform LED conversion into a 
greater energy- and cost-savings investment. Daintree controls the new lighting 
fixtures through a standards-compliant ZigBee mesh network, enabling the driver in 
each lighting fixture to provide maximum flexibility to lighting control strategies. 

Between October and December of 2012, Mack replaced 2,600 T-8 fluorescents with 
LED fixtures—investing over 3,000 man hours for the installation. The LED fixtures are 
warranted for five years or 50,000 hours and will not require frequent replacement 
like the fluorescent lighting fixtures they replaced. 

At Mack, each fixture is individually programmed through ControlScope Manager 
to achieve maximum savings. Mack decreased the lighting intensity in one area 
from its normal level in 1-percent increments to better understand what levels were 
important for the tasks being performed. Not until the level reached 50 percent 
of spec standard did occupants perceive the lighting to be noticeably dimmer. So, 
while Mack is already saving significant money on its energy bill, it has opportunities 
to extract more savings from Daintree as the users gain experience with actual 
usage requirements. 

“We were blown away by the information we 
came across in terms of the energy savings 
and the positive impact to the environment 
that we could realize.” 

—John Kovach 
    Former President of Mack Technologies

Through ControlScope Manager, Mack Technologies has access to reports that show 
its energy usage based on its settings. This information enables Mack to discover 
and implement opportunities to improve the facility’s energy usage, boosting the 
business profitability. Mack can also use this information to define and refine zones 
of lighting to be controlled as a group on a schedule, on demand, or on sensor-based 
occupancy as they see fit .
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